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Decadence of the South: A Study of Su Tong’s
Novel “Rice”

SOO Yuen Tien (Lecturer, Chinese Studies Department, New Era College)

Abstract

Su Tong, one of China’s most imaginative young writers, explores the connec-
tion between hunger, sexuality, and brutality of human nature in his literary works.
He decorates his fiction based on the South’s characteristic gloomy, dirty, mysterious
and degenerate reputation. This paper attempts to investigate the decadence of human
nature reflected in Su Tong’s novel “Rice”. Five Dragons escapes his rural homeland
and marries into the Feng family, proprietors of a thriving rice emporium in a city
near Shanghai. He becomes wealthy, powerful, and has many children, each of whom
equalling him in greed, violence, envy and irreverence. Even after he becomes the most
powerful gangster in the city, Five Dragons is still plagued by “loneliness”. The life
of Five Dragons comes full circle, starting from the escape from his homeland, living
in the city for many years, and finally, going back to the starting point. Five Dragons

cannot seem to “escape” from himself.

Keywords: Su Tong, Southern, decadent, desire, fugitive, fatalism
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